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The Dilemma: Digital response to ‘threats’?

Surveil the internet

Censor the internet

The choice of digital response informs the type of
state repression used.
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Snapshot of the database
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Identifying the type of violence

Targeted: Intended to eliminate individuals or groups

Untargeted: ‘general’ terror
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Identifying targeted and untargeted violence
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Examples of targeted:
arrest, detention,‘found with hands/legs tied’, tortured,
executed, defector

Examples of untargeted:
explosion, bombing, shelling, mortar, child

Supervised machine-learning to help with classification of
∼60,000 records
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The Dark Figure

Time, location, and information access all affect
our knowledge of what’s happening on the
ground.

The dark figure can be estimated using multiple
systems estimation.
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The Dark Figure of Violence in Syria
Percentage of undocumented killings
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Internet access in Syria
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Internet (DSL, 3G, and 2G) accessibility
by Syrian governorate, June 2013 - April 2014
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Internet restrictions & the choice of violence
Expected proportion of targeted killings, given internet (DSL) accessibility
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Take-Away

In governorates where internet fully accessible⇒ 1 in 4 targeted
killings.

In governorates with no internet⇒ less than 1 in 10 targeted killings.

⇒ Higher internet accessibility linked to more targeted killings, lower
accessibility linked to more untargeted violence
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Conclusion: Internet Control + Violence

Strategic part of larger repressive campaign

Varies spatially and temporally, repression adapted accordingly

Changes the type of state repression
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Thank you!

anita.gohdes@uni-mannheim.de
PGP: 6B68 BC34 5106 5B25 C4C7 D5C5 7178 8392 4B10 F78B
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